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Collas, the Spaniards,, the Bolivians, the tourists, the
treasure-seekers, the areheologists and the railway-
builders have done everything within their power to
destroy, desecrate and obliterate the work of the
Tiahuanacaiis, and although the most remarkable and
most priceless remains have been carried off, broken
up or removed, still much exists of the prehistoric
city, its immense temples, its stupendous buildings
and its amazing monoliths. Fortunately, those por-
tions of Tiahtianaeo which have defied time and man
through the long centuries are the portions which
speak most eloquently of the high civilization and
the incredible feats of the vanished race who dwelt
and worshiped there*
The ruins are scattered over an area of several
square miles close to the modern Bolivian Indian vil-
lage of Tiahuanaco. The Guayqui-La Paz Railway
passes directly through their midst. In fact, the
greatest destruction of these Irreplaceable and price-
less remains of a prehistoric civilization was wrought
by the builders of the railway. Innumerable Idols,
monuments, sculptured monoliths and countless tons
of stone from the ruins were broken up and used for
ballasting the road-bed. Ruthlessly, cuttings were
made through burial-grounds, and human remains,
magnificent pottery and hundreds of archeological
treasures were broken, destroyed and thrown away*
But long before the railway was thought of, Tia-
huanaco had suffered at the hands of innumerable
vandals. The ancient Catholic Church, built by the
old Spaniards, Is largely composed of portions of the
magnificent buildings and monuments. In front of
the church stand two huge stone images or idols,